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The bitter tears of Attica were barely dry before there began 
a prime-time, ooast-to-coast TV oampaign to make it seem that there 
was no choice between this slaughter of 1*0 men by public authority 
and talking with the revolting prisoners. It reached most early- 
morning and many if not most late-night TV viewers with the notion 
that what the police did is an updated defense of the Alamo. 

NBC*s "Today" show on Monday presented a selection of Jail 
guards - but no prisoners. On Tuesday CBS had the Commissioner of 
Corrections, who gave the order to attack, on the evening news and 
in a "special" at 11:30 that night - but again no prisoners. Simul- 
taneously, the ever-thoughtful state arranged a guided tour of the 
prison for Wednesday morning »s TV and radio, preserving the prison’s 
rubble for prejudicial propaganda. Still again. Justification of the 

polioe attack and no prisoners interviewed. Only two were even within 
view of the reporters* 

There is no "fairness dootrine" for prisoners, which is con- 
sistent, for there is nothing else for them, either. Thus the insur- 
rection. 

The state is conducting a secret investigation. It is inter- 
viewing those it wants to Interview, From these statements it will 
select what suits its purposes and ignore what it dares of what is 
uncongenial to it. Eventually, it will issue a report that, by the mass 
of selected detail alone, may well overwhelm the daily press, which will 
probably be reduced to repeating the official conclusions. 

The lesson that might be learned from the tragedy is being lost. 
If it is, I believe more than Jails will burn. Guerrilla warfare will 
not be confined to the Jails, either. 
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There is no solution in the impassioned words of one letter* 
to-the-editor writer, that killing three prisoners for each guard is 
too low a percentage, and that "eaoh man who participated in the Attica 
riots is guilty of premeditated murder and should be prosecuted," 
Overnight he forgot that all the bullets came from police guns. 

And everyone else seems to be forgetting one of the incredible 
admissions by government, that prison conditions are inhuman and in- 
tolerable and prisoners are denied the inalienable rights of all 
Americans, from bathing to free access to lawyers. 

One need not be an expert on prison conditions to understand 
that, if the state of Hew York aooeded to 28 of the 30 demands made by 
the prisoners, the complaints were legitimate. Ought not someone be 
asking why it took a revolt to get the promise of overdue reform? Need 
men revolt against society to oompel society to treat its wards as 
human beings, or as some Jails Justify saying, as well as farmers treat 
animals? Or people treat their dogs? 

The blood had hardly been staunched when government backed out 
on its most significant concessions, the right to counsel and to pri- 
vacy in that counsel. It would not let the lawyers inside the jail. 
Other explanations were given, but the real reason was to prevent the 
men from giving the outside world their version of what had happened. 

At San Quentin, lawyers proved authorities liars. Hew York was not 
to risk this. So state troopers stood on the Jail steps and 
physically pushed the lawyers away, the order of a court meaning no 
more than the promise written, so awfully much blood. 

One of those demands was the last thing most Americans would 
believe necessary, the right to consult lawyers in private. In Sep- 
tember 1971* Man have to revolt for this right? For what, then, the 
Boston Tea Party and Bunker Hill? 
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The systematic denial of this most elemental right, one of the 
oauses of the Attica revolt, seems inoredible in 1971* It was also 
the fate of the aooused in political assassinations, a field in which 
I oan, I believe, claim competence. What happened to Lee Harvey Oswald 
and James E«rl Ray illustrates the plight of other prisoners, especially 
political prisoners. If suoh things oan heppen when the eyes of the 
world and its press are watching, where oan it not happen? And if it 
can happen to suoh prominent prisoners in such spectacular oases, to 
whom can it not? 

The day the President was killed, at the very moment Oswald was 
briefly shown to the press, while he was asking for the American Civil 
Liberties Union to defend him, an ACLU delegation was thrice told by 
different Dallas officials that he wanted no lawyer! (The TV transcript 
was edited in the Warren Report to eliminate his plea,) The next day, 
after the one lawyer for whom he had asked by name announced he would 
not take the oase, the Dallas police were still assuring Oswald they 
were trying to reaoh that lawyer for him, Oswald alone did not know 
the truth. He never had a lawyer - from Priday to Sunday, And Sunday 
he was killed, his mouth closed forever, 

James Earl Ray did not know whether it was day or night for the 
eight months he spent in the Memphis Jail, His cell windows had been 
sealed with solid steel plates before his (illegal) extradition from 
England, For 2 \\ hours eaoh day he was under bright lights* He was 
taken to the windowless courtroom through a tunnel. When his first 
lawyer, Arthur Hanes, visited Ray in Jail, the sheriff refused to remove 
the two closed-oircuit TV cameras and two miorophones, both connected 
to tape recorders. With the tight security outside the Jail and outside 
and inside that oell, these "preoaustions" certainly could not protect 
Ray from anyone. To oonfer without fear of lip-reading or being 


k 

overheard, lawyer and client lay on the oell floor and whispered into 
each other's ears. And on leaving the cell, the lawyer had to show 
his hotes to a jailer. 

Judge Preston W, Battle held this denied Ray no legal rights. 
Battle was Tennessee's outstanding expert on this subject. As district 
attorney, he had held another prisoner under artificial lights for only 
36 hours (during whleh the good proseoutor had read the Bible aloud), 
at the end of which he had the confession he sought. In that oase, 
Ashcraft v, Tennessee, with but 36 hours of oonstant artificial light, 
the U. S, Supreme Court held Ashcraft had been subjected to ’’undue 
rigor” and denied his legal rights. 

But when Ray's present counsel sought a hearing based in part 
on not 36 ftours but eight months of constant illumination, eight months 
in which Ray did not empty his bowels or bladder in private. Judge 
William Williams held that only such things as being chained and looked 
in a sweat box, the very words of his decision, met the "undue rigor” 
requirement of the statute. Judge Williams notwithstanding, that cell, 
with all its accoutrements intact, has since been used as a punishment 
oell, • ••* ■ 

Such things make a mockery of justice. They are, in my view, 
more serious crimes against society than those with which most pris- 
oners are charged. 

Justice is the real question, at Attioa and elsewhere, not 
FSTolution, Denial of justice makes revolutionaries, more so when 
the jails bulge with articulate and intelligent political prisoners. 

It is an old American belief that, when justioe ean be obtained no 
other way, revolution is justified. That is where we started. 

It can no longer be claimed that blacks who insist on their 
rights and equal treatment and political prisoners of all races are 
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not singled out for special punishment. They are repressed before 
arrest, abused on arrest, and the most militant are assessed astronomic 
oal bail. After the San Quentin killings, a judge refused to look at 
a prisoner's visible signs of having been beaten. 

If there is one lesson to be learned from Attica, it is that 
unless such abuses now end - and they should never have existed - there 
, will be an ocean of bloodo 

In New Orleans, before and after Attica, inmates of the parish 
Jail risked burning themselves alive to set that jail ablaze. It is 
perhaps the closest thing in the United States to the Black Hole of 
Calcutta, Those prisoners have a real measure of public oonoern for a 
habitable jail. There is no money to reduced the *>00 percent over- 
population - and in that hot, humid climate. But should the prisoners 
not be content? New Orleans plans the largest domed stadium in the 
world. 

Is there a better way of asking for more, bigger and bloodier 
Atticas? 




